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Hair salon and thrift boutique share a space downtown

By ROBYN SMITH
The Breeze

The Valley AIDS Network
extends its services to
Shenandoah Valley residents
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The front door has no flamboyant lighting or
screamingly loud marketing — just a circular logo
of a white unicorn. Step inside and go up the stairs
and you might hear the faint smooth grooves from
a speaker in the corner playing songs from artists
like The xx and TLC.
Lining the light blue walls are works of art that
ranges from original paintings by friends of the
owners to a pair of matching vintage unicorn prints.
Pastel-colored furniture fills the waiting area, which
came either as gifts from crafty family members or
through exchange with a client for hair service.
Leslie Torres, who owns White Unicorn Hair Salon,
moved to Harrisonburg when she was 17 years old.
After meeting her first husband on Myspace, Torres
packed up her suitcase and dog and left her hometown, New Orleans, Louisiana, without telling her
parents.
Moving so far for what ended up not being the perfect marriage was a “dumb” decision that she doesn’t
regret at all.
“The universe definitely brought me here for a
reason,” Torres said. “Things have worked out so
beautifully — finding a space [and living] straight
down the street … Paul being next door, and having [my daughter].”
This probably isn’t hard to understand when you
look at her life now. Torres’ 10-week-old daughter
sleeps peacefully in the arms of a client — local
interior decorator Melanie Woodard. Woodard
has been a loyal client to Torres for the past three
years. Torres’ fiancé and the father of her child, Paul
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Leslie Torres, owner of White Unicorn Hair Salon, styles the hair of Mimi Guido, a local resident. Torres opened White
Unicorn six months ago and signed the lease in August with Jessica Kyger, owner of Whatever Vintage Boutique.

Somers, runs The Golden Pony, a restaurant and
arts venue, next door.
Torres knew ever since she was younger that she
wanted to cut hair. From practicing on Barbie dolls
in her early childhood to experimenting with her
friends’ hair in her teenage years, hair styling has
always been “the only thing” she’s ever wanted to
do.

“It’s more of the artistic factor of everything,” Torres said. “You can really create what you want with
lines and shapes. It can just make such a difference
in a person, having the right haircut. It’s a huge
transformation, even in someone’s face shape.”
Since Torres earned her cosmetology license at

Hitting the road

JMU Duke Club’s Coaches Caravan looks to gain support for athletics
April 28- Arlington
Jeff Bourne, director of athletics,
Everett Withers, football
Matt Brady, men’s basketball
Kenny Brooks, women’s basketball

Ministries share love for
basketball in local league
SPORTS | 13
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see UNICORN, page 12

JMU
mourns
student

Greek life community
planning vigil

May 5- Fairfax
Jeff Bourne, director of athletics,
Everett Withers, football
Matt Brady, men’s basketball

May 7- Richmond

“

My goal has
always been
to rock.
Midnight
Spaghetti is
my dream.
It’s what I
want to do.
I only want
to play on
stage. I do
all of this
other stuff
because it’s
what paves
the way to
that.

”
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TODAY WILL BE
Partly Cloudy

56° / 36°
Chance of rain: 0%

May 13- Charlotte

Jeff Bourne, director of athletics
Everett Withers, football
Mike Deane, men’s Basketball
Sean O’Regan, women’s basketball

Jeff Bourne, director of athletics,
Everett Withers, football
Matt Brady, men’s basketball
Kenny Brooks, women’s basketball

May 6- Virginia Beach

Jeff Bourne, director of athletics
Everett Withers, football
Mike Deane, men’s Basketball
Sean O’Regan, women’s basketball
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By BENNETT CONLIN
The Breeze

Imagine head football coach Everett Withers, head
men’s basketball coach Matt Brady, head women’s basketball coach Kenny Brooks and Director of Athletics Jeff
Bourne all in the same room passionately discussing JMU
sports. That dream comes true in a special event each year
thanks to the JMU Duke Club.
The Coaches Caravan presented by the JMU Duke Club
gives JMU fans and alumni six opportunities from April
28 to May 13 to hear from some of the most recognizable
faces of JMU athletics. This is the second edition of the
caravan.
The caravan stops at six places with Bourne and Withers
attending all six events, while Brady attends four of the six.
Assistant basketball coach Mike Deane fills in for Brady on
the other two stops. Associate women’s basketball head

coach Sean O’Ragan is also attending two locations.
Five of the six stops occur in Virginia (Arlington, Harrisonburg, Fairfax, Virginia Beach and Richmond) with the
final stop held in Charlotte, North Carolina.
The locations are chosen after a thorough selection process run by the Duke Club. According to Aaron Epstein,
JMU’s assistant director of athletics development who
assists the Duke Club with various events, the process
takes time and always needs attention due to the busy
schedules of coaches.
“[The process] stretches out over several months,”
Epstein said. “It’s sort of an ongoing process.”
The main focus when selecting locations is finding a
place with strong JMU support in hopes that there will
be a large turnout.
“It’s very important that we highlight areas with large
see CARAVAN, page 14

Members of Alpha Phi painted the East
Campus rock in Curlen’s honor.
By ALYSSA MILLER
The Breeze

The JMU and Rye, New York communities continue to mourn the
death of student Marisa Curlen.
Curlen, a 20-year-old sophomore
hospitality management major from
Rye, New York, was reported unresponsive at 7:30 a.m. last Friday in
her apartment on the 1000 block
of Lois Lane, according to a press
release from the Harrisonburg Police
Department.
The release said preliminary
investigation shows no suspicious
see CURLEN, page 3

Creating something real
New robotics minor increases interest in programming
By JOSH BELANGER
contributing writer

LOREN PROBISH / THE BREEZE

In the robotics lab, which is on the second floor of the Integrated Science and
Technology building, students work on real-world application projects.

TurtleBots are scattered around the lab as students are
huddled over their keyboards. Curses directed at their computers break the silence.
It’s a familiar scene in the robotics lab, on the second floor
of the Integrated Science and Technology building. Students
occupy the classroom-sized lab throughout the day, working on robotics projects with real-world applications. It’s
the result of a new robotics minor and it’s spurring interest
in programming robots.
TurtleBots are what many students are learning to program with. Each is worth about $1,500 and, once they’re
programmed, they can move around on their own. They also
have several sensors and cameras that can detect objects,
identify colors and see in 3D. The knee-high machine looks
like a small bookshelf with wheels. Cords that are dangling
from the TurtleBot lead to a computer that students use to
program the robot.
“We don’t build the robots,” Nathan Sprague, an assistant professor in the computer science department, said.
“We work on giving the robots the intelligence to navigate

in the environment.”
Instead of building them, the department purchases
them through TurtleBot’s website.
Sprague teaches artificial intelligence and advanced
programming. He also helps students with their senior
independent projects, called capstones.
One example of a capstone project created in the lab is
a robot called PhoBo by junior engineering major Brian
Bojarski in 2014. PhoBo allows photographers to take pictures while remaining at a safe distance from their subjects.
Using a PlayStation 3 controller and video feedback, photographers can maneuver the tri-wheeled machine and
take high-definition photos. This type of project can save
lives by allowing people to get close to dangerous situations.
For example, a photographer wanting to shoot a volcano or
bomb squad trying to examine a threat.
Doug Applegate and Robert Mercado are both senior
computer science majors working on their own collaborative capstone project. They’re programming the TurtleBot
to detect and keep track of objects, such as a set of keys.
“[It’s] kind of like a helper meant for elderly people,”
see ROBOTICS, page 4
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Life section, the student film company was incorrectly
named. The company is called Valley Films, LLC, not
Valley Pictures.

April 23

Music: Weekend Warmup with DJ Barkley @
Ruby’s, 9:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.
Open Mic @ The Little Grill, 8 p.m.
Salsa Night @ The Artful Dodger, 9 p.m.
Public Science Talk: “The Exciting Life of Bars in
Galaxies!” @ John C. Wells Planetarium, 7 p.m.

F

April 24

Sa

April 25
LIFE DESK
breezearts@gmail.com

Live Music: An Evening with the Trongone Band @
Clementine Café, $7, 9:30 to 12 p.m.
Music: DJ-Rev @ The Artful Dodger, 21+, $5, 10
p.m. to 2 a.m.

Softball vs. Elon [DH] @ Veterans Memorial
Park, 1 and 3 p.m.
Rocktown Beer & Music Festival @ Turner Pavilion & Park, 2:30 p.m.
Live Music: Rocktown Beer Festival After Party
with “People’s Blues of Richmond” @ Clementine
Café, $8 presale, $10 day of show, 9:30 to 12
p.m.

SPORTS DESK
breezesports@gmail.com

OPINION DESK
breezeopinion@gmail.com

COPY DESK
breezecopy@gmail.com

Su

April 26

Local Brunch spots: A Bowl of Good Café, The
Artful Dodger, Bella Luna, Billy Jack’s, Cinnamon Bear Bakery, Clementine Café, Corgans’
Publick House, Earth & Tea Cafe, FoodBarFood,
Heritage Bakery & Cafe, Jess’ Quick Lunch,
Jimmy Madison’s Southern Kitchen and Whiskey
Bar, Little Grill Collective, Local Chop & Grill
House, L&S Diner, Mr. J’s Bagels, Ruby’s

breezephotography@gmail.com

Softball vs. Elon @ Veterans Memorial Park, 1
p.m.

VIDEO

Music: DJ-V @ The Artful Dodger, 21+, $5, 10
p.m. to 2 a.m.

PHOTO

breezevideo1@gmail.com
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 “Carrie” Oscar
nominee
7 Letters about time
11 __ Fit: video
exercise game
14 Acid neutralizer
15 Restaurant chain
named for a
Mozart opera
16 It’s often cured
17 *Skedaddling
19 Physician’s org.
20 Snack brand
creator Wally
21 Karaoke option
22 Take one’s sweet
time
24 Half a score
25 Auction cry
26 Lamp emission, if
you’re lucky
27 *Food often
served with ranch
dip
30 __ Navidad
33 First-line national
anthem word
34 Prefix with
caching
35 With 38-Across,
band with the hit
“Radioactive,”
and a hint to the
ends of the
answers to
starred clues
38 See 35-Across
41 First-line national
anthem word
42 Pigs out (on)
44 __ attitude
45 *Weigh, with “at”
50 Sensible
51 Stats for Mike
Trout
52 Meditator’s
intonations
55 Sand bar
56 Appear
57 Purveyor of many
flat packs
58 Burst
59 *Real ordeal
62 Part of UCSD:
Abbr.
63 Cheese that’s
sometimes
stuffed
64 Begin gently
65 Cut
66 Smashes
67 They’re often
ruled

4/23/15

By Julian Lim

DOWN
1 Occupied, as a
table
2 Nice pen
3 Firestone
Country Club city
4 Spam holders
5 Lilly of
pharmaceuticals
6 In a way
7 Played the part of
8 Asset in a castle
siege
9 Chi follower
10 Shower problem
11 Beating heavily,
as with a
sledgehammer
12 Post-apocalyptic
Will Smith film
13 “Perhaps”
18 __ of Mexico
23 Young Darth’s
nickname
25 Singer Quatro
26 Church
attachment?
27 Popular
28 Took charge of
29 Just fair
30 __ bump
31 Phishing scam,
e.g.
32 Church
attendees

Wednesday’s
Puzzlesolved
Solved
Monday’s puzzle

©2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

36 “O Holy Night,”
for one
37 Journalism VIPs
39 Far from fails
40 It’s often bought
at an island
43 Horror movie
sounds
46 Dam-building org.
47 __-skelter
48 First fratricide
victim
49 Loosen (up)

4/23/15

52 1930s migrants
53 Worthiness
54 Composer
Saint-__
55 Org for strays
56 Place that gave
its name to a cat
breed
57 “Say that’s true ... ”
60 No for the healthconscious
61 Retired NBAer
Ming
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China seeks help for Holocaust survivors Turkey expresses
America proud of
crippling oil addiction expect satisfaction sadness, not remorse ability to galvanize
McClatchy Foreign Staff

ISLAMABAD — Chinese President Xi
Jinping arrives in Pakistan on Monday
CHARLEE VASILIADIS
to seal deals for $46 billion in economytransforming investments in the country’s
AD DESIGNERS
crumbling infrastructure, which will
CAROLINE DAVIS
extend Beijing’s commercial and military
reach to the mouth of the Persian Gulf and
ADRIENNE ELIAS
allow China to supplant the United States
KAITLYN ROCCHICCIOLI
as Pakistan’s biggest investor.
The corridor is an extension of China’s
Download our
mobile app at
$40 billion Silk Road initiative, a project
breezejmu.org.
of Xi’s administration intended to provide
an overland link to Europe and to expand
existing sea lanes to Asia, Africa and the
Middle East through Chinese-run ports in
/TheBreezeJMU
Bangladesh, Burma and Sri Lanka. The initiative also aims to reduce China’s reliance
on the Malacca Straits, near Singapore,
as a conduit for its westbound trade, and
make it less susceptible to a naval embargo on its Pacific coast.
@TheBreezeJMU
China would use the pipelines to
import crude oil and petroleum products
from Persian Gulf producers. Before the
2011 imposition of U.S. and international
sanctions on Iran, China was one of the
@breezejmu
largest importers of Iranian oil and wants
to reinvigorate energy trade with Tehran
in anticipation of the lifting of the sanctions as a result of a proposed deal on
Iran’s nuclear program.
China recognizes it needs to overcome
youtube.com/breezevideo
it’s oil addiction.

MARKETING & CIRCULATION
COORDINATOR

McClatchy Foreign Staff

McClatchy Foreign Staff

McClatchy Foreign Staff

LUENEBURG, Germany — Oskar
Groening, the German known as “the
accountant of Auschwitz,” is expected to
make a statement shortly after his Nazi
war-crimes trial begins Tuesday.
But what he says about his role in the
300,000 deaths with which he’s charged
may not matter as much as the fact that
his audience will include at least two of
the Hungarian Jews who survived sharing an unloading platform with him, and
the children of a dozen others.
As Auschwitz survivor Hedy Bohm, 86,
put it during a news conference on the
eve of the trial, bringing charges against
a man who has admitted he was on the
platform during the infamous “selections” at the Nazi death camp in Poland
is now more important as “process rather
than punishment.”
Groening is 93 and unlikely to serve an
adequate sentence for his crimes, even
if he survives until the trial’s expected
end in June. Bohm said she had come
to the medieval German city of Lueneburg from Toronto not so much to testify
against a man who describes himself as
a cog in Adolf Hitler’s killing machine as
to bear witness for the sake of history.
“The punishment is secondary,” she
said. “The process should and could
have happened sooner, but thank God
it is happening at all.”

ISTANBUL — For the first time ever,
Turkey will permit Armenians to hold a
religious service this week to commemorate the massacres and deportations
of a century ago, Turkish officials said
Monday. Turkey will even send a senior
government official to attend.
Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu
disclosed the gesture as he issued the
second annual statement of condolences for the deaths of “innocent Ottoman
Armenians” in what Armenia and a score
of other countries call a genocide.
Officials said the government moved
up the announcement of the service,
scheduled for Friday, after the German
government said it would support a
motion in the German parliament to
recognize the 1915 deportation and
massacres as a genocide, something
the United States, Britain, Israel and
most of the rest of the world have thus
far refused to do.
Armenia will mark the centennial of
the mass killings this Friday in Yerevan, its
capital, and Armenians living in Istanbul
plan an informal rally in the city’s Taksim Square. But a religious service in the
church of the Armenian Patriarch, with
a government official in attendance, is
not only a unique event but also another step by Turkey toward recognition of
claims it has long denied.

IRBIL, Iraq — The video opens with
high-definition footage shot from a
drone flying over an oil refinery in
central Iraq, but this video isn’t from
a multimillion-dollar American drone.
It’s from a drone operated by the ISIS
that likely cost a few thousand dollars.
And the refinery — Iraq’s largest — is
held by government forces, who have
been besieged by the militants for the
better part of a year.
The video, called “Defiant Attack on
the Apostates at the Refinery,” began
appearing on jihadist-linked websites
and Twitter accounts last week. It heralded an ISIS assault on the oil refinery
at Baiji, where Iraqi government soldiers have held out since last summer
against surrounding ISIS troops. In the
end, the government kept hold of the
refinery, the country’s largest, with
the help of 47 airstrikes by the Obama
regime.
But beyond the outcome of the refinery battle, military analysts who’ve
viewed the video find it alarming
because it shows that ISIS retains a
surprisingly high level of military skill
despite months of daily airstrikes by
U.S. aircraft and their coalition allies.
Compiled from Tribune News
Service.

NATIONAL NEWS
Obama makes historic
visit to the Everglades

New health care
degree is growing

Paper gets credit for
maintaining history

Study exposes waste
disposal risks increasing

Miami Herald

Orlando Sentinel

San Jose Mercury News

InsideClimate News

MIAMI — In his first ever visit to Florida’s
Everglades on Wednesday — Earth Day — President Barack Obama connects climate change
impacts by bringing a massive storm with him.
Obama plans to tour the Everglades, as long
as it doesn’t rain, and make a speech about the
importance of protecting the environment — not
just for the planet’s sake, but also to boost the
economy, protect national security and guard
public health.
The president will tout his regime’s record
on tackling environmental problems, including
imposing a historic cap on carbon pollution and
spending $2.2 billion on Everglades restoration
projects. He further plans to unveil new ways to
assess the value of the country’s national parks,
including a study that shows protected wild lands
play a major role in keeping carbon out of the
atmosphere. Visitors to parks also poured $15.7
billion into surrounding communities, the administration said.

WINTER PARK, Fla. — The assignment was
simple if one is mindful: Think back to a time
in emergency waiting rooms or a physician
who put you at ease when you received treatment, Dr. Chet Evans told his Rollins College
students.
The essay is part of a new class, as the private
college is offering a health care management
bachelor’s degree for the first time. Evans, a
medical educator and surgeon, wanted his students to reflect on their past experiences as he
trains them to be future hospital administrators or run a nursing home someday.
“A lot of time people think liberal arts
education means religion and history and philosophy,” said Georgia Nugent, a senior fellow
on the Council of Independent Colleges.
Not so, she said, as many schools now
teach about health care just as they added
degrees in business and environmental studies in past years.

The dream of a paperless society may need to
be crumpled and tossed out due to the realities
of American life.
Last month, Adobe announced that it’s turning
its document-creation software into an Internet
service. Consumers and business people will now
more easily be able to view, edit, share and even
sign digital documents in Adobe’s widely used
PDF format, meaning that there will be less cause
to print them out, the company says.
Adobe’s new Document Cloud may live up to
its billing, but don’t expect paper manufacturers
to start closing up shop. The company’s new service is only the latest effort over the last 40 years
to try to reduce our reliance on paper. While plenty of work gets done these days without paper,
the old reliable medium hasn’t gone away.
“Somebody once said the paperless office is
as likely as the paperless bathroom,” said Angele
Boyd, an analyst with technology research firm
IDC.

Weakness in state regulations governing hazardous oil and gas waste have allowed the leftovers
to be disposed of with little regard to the dangers
they pose to human health and the environment,
according to a recent study.
The report says states disregard risks because
of a decades-old federal regulation that allows oil
and gas waste to be handled as non-hazardous
material. Those rules, established by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in 1988, exempted
the waste from the stricter disposal requirements
required of these substances and allowed the
states to establish their own standards.
In its report, “Wasting Away: Four states’ failure
to manage gas and oil field waste from the Marcellus and Utica Shale,” Earthworks studied rules
governing disposal of the often toxic waste and
the gaps in those regulations in New York, Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Ohio.
Compiled from Tribune News Service.
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Safety advised

Biking enthusiasts suggest that cyclists practice basic precautions
By evan mcallister
The Breeze

marshal riggs / The Breeze

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
young adults are at a higher risk for fatal cycling accidents.

It’s a common sight while walking
along one of JMU’s many roads or
sidewalks: a biker races past, pedaling madly down a hill, darting
through an intersection, sometimes
riding with no hands and no helmet.
Although many students do not
feel the need to wear a helmet while
on their bikes, cycling accidents are
common, and often deadly. According to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, those between the
ages of 15 and 24 are at the greatest risk for a fatal bicycle accident,
partially due to fewer concerns over
personal safety in members of that
age group. Additionally, 2 percent
of all accident-based traffic fatalities
involve cyclers.

“New cyclists often forget that,
though they feel great because they
are out on their bike, they still must
obey traffic rules,” Christopher Bell,
a sophomore integrated systems
and technology major and president of the JMU cycling club, said.
“You should know your surroundings and the type of road that you
are on — busy, calm, heavy foot traffic, et cetera.”
Bell explained that simply being
mindful of one’s surroundings is
one of the most important steps
any cyclist can take to ensure his or
her safety, and the safety of other
travellers.
However, Bell added that cars
could be much less of a hazard if
handled properly.
see safety, page 5

curlen | Funeral to be held Saturday in New York
from front

circumstances or foul play.
Although official details about the incident
have not been confirmed, sources including
CBS-2 New York claim that Curlen’s passing was
alcohol-related.
In an email Wednesday evening, Sgt. Jason Kidd of
HPD said that the department likely won’t be releasing any more information on the investigation until
it gets the final report from the medical examiner.
He said those reports typically come in at least two
months after the autopsy.
On Wednesday afternoon, Mark Warner, JMU’s
senior vice president of student affairs and university planning, released a statement on behalf
of JMU. The statement was emailed to the university community.
“Marisa’s death reminds us of the rich relationships that we have at JMU,” Warner wrote in the
statement. “We can honor Marisa by continuing to
nurture and cultivate those relationships.”
The statement also cited the JMU Counseling

Center at the Student Success Center as a resource
for support.
Robert Slater was one of Curlen’s coworkers at
Rye Beach Pharmacy in Rye, New York, where she
worked in high school.

“It’s hitting us hard because this
is the third person. This s--t’s
gotta stop. Kids can have fun,
but you’ve gotta realize this is
your life and you only get one.”
Robert Slater

co-worker at Rye Beach
Pharmacy in Rye, New York

“She was awesome, she was a really kind person,
never had a bad thing to say,” Slater said.

Although reports that Curlen’s death was alcohol-related are still unconfirmed, Curlen is the third
person from her 2013 graduating class at Rye High
School to die while at college. The other two deaths
were substance related.
“It’s hitting us hard because this is the third person,” Slater said. “This s--t’s gotta stop. Kids can have
fun but you’ve gotta realize this is your life and you
only get one.”
There will be a wake for Curlen on April 24 and a
funeral on April 25 in Rye, New York, according to
The Journal News, a newspaper in White Plains, New
York. Slater said that Curlen’s friends at JMU are in
contact with her mother in order to figure out potential housing in the community so they can attend
the service.
Meanwhile, JMU Greek life is planning a vigil
for the sisters of Alpha Phi with no date set yet.
The East Campus rock has also been painted in
her honor.
contact Alyssa Miller at
breezenews@gmail.com.

Added
benefits
AIDS organization
reaches out to
community

By Kayla rini
The Breeze

In the United States more than 1.2
million people are currently living
with the HIV infection and about 50
percent of youth who are infected in
the United States do not know they
have it, according to AIDS.gov.
The Valley AIDS Network (VAN)
offers free, confidential HIV testing
for all JMU students. The initial test
is an oral swab test, which first determines whether one is HIV positive or
negative.
The organization is a part of The
JMU Institute for Innovation in Health
and Human Services (IHHS), or the
Blue Ridge Building, located behind
Festival and next to the soccer turf
fields. The center offers a counseling
and youth center along with multiple
health facilities and programs such as
VAN.
Zuby Okafor, a freshman health sciences major, is an IHHS volunteer and
knows firsthand the work the center
is involved with.
“It’s pretty awesome to volunteer
here,” Okafor said. “They really have
a lot of resources to help people.”
According to Alexandra de Havilland, VAN’s executive director, VAN
is an independent, nonprofit organization, which started in 1989 in
response to the outbreak of AIDS. In
addition to providing services to JMU
students, VAN also extends its services to residents in the Shenandoah
Valley such as Rockingham, Augusta,
Rockbridge, Bath, Highland, Southern Shenandoah and Western Page
Counties.
The mission of VAN is to help
see VAN, page 4
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robotics | Capstone projects strive to save lives and assist people
from front

loren probish / the Breeze

Ralph Grove, the robotics minor adviser, helped start the program that began in the fall of 2013. The minor consists of 20 students and allows
them to create a capstone project, one allows photographers to take pictures a safe distance away from their subjects.

Mercado said.
When both first came to JMU, the robotics lab
didn’t exist. The robotics minor was only an idea for
Ralph Grove, now the minor adviser, and other faculty members.
“For five years we were offering courses, summer
camps and workshops and it got to the point where we
had enough for a curriculum,” Grove said. “We had a
minor right in our hands.”
The first robotics course came in fall 2013, with the
renovation of a nursing lab in the ISAT building. Students were able to take the first robotics course offered
at JMU and then apply for a robotics minor the following year when the curriculum became official.
Mercado became interested in robotics during his
sophomore year after taking Sprague’s course.
“Working with advanced hardware, you wouldn’t
regularly have this opportunity,” Mercado said. “It’s
worthwhile.”
There are several factors that affect how a TurtleBot works.
When the lab is busy, the data “noise” from the TurtleBots can interfere with other TurtleBots’ ability to
move and detect objects. The legs from the chairs and
tables that clutter the room also add to the “noise” and
affect the sensors.
“Imagine a laser bouncing off a ton of mirrors,”
Applegate said. “It’s the same thing with these
TurtleBots.”
Currently, only 20 students are enrolled in the robotics minor, but faculty has interest in expanding.
“We hope to grow the robotics program into something larger,” said Grove. “Hopefully into a major
program.”
contact Josh Belanger at
belangjr@dukes.jmu.edu.

van | Organization provides financial assistance and health benefits
from page 3

people achieve better health and to be a resource for community
awareness. Along with free HIV testing, those who qualify — which
depends on one’s income — can receive financial assistance in
HIV services, medications,
dental treatment and mental health services as well as with
rent, utility bills, mortgage and transportation to medical
appointments.
Volunteers and donations are the backbone of the organization,
according to de Havilland.
“We always love to have JMU students involved, working with
us, whether it be an internship or work study,” de Havilland said.
Jaqueline Davis, a senior health sciences and public health education double major, has worked recently as an intern for VAN.
“I have been so moved by how kind and dedicated our case managers are with our clients,” Davis said. “I am so fortunate to have had
the opportunity to work alongside them.”
According to de Havilland, VAN is income-based, which means
not everyone is eligible for the services it provides, although the

cap is high.
The organization is funded mainly through two major federal
grants. One grant is the Ryan White Part B, White was the first known
teenager who died from HIV in the late 1980s. It was created by
White’s family in honor of his death from a transplant.
Another grant is the Housing Opportunities for Persons with
AIDS (HOPWA), which is through the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development where housing is offered to those who are
living with AIDS, according to de Havilland.
“Housing is offered to those who are in emergency care,” de Havilland said.
Fundraisers and educational programs are VAN’s main activities
along with annual events such as World Aids Day on Dec. 1 and the
Tour & Taste bike ride held each September.
“Participants of the Tour & Taste bike ride can donate money to
partake in a bike ride and do a beer tasting afterwards at the Three
Brothers Brewery,” Davis said.
Along with raising awareness about HIV/AIDS, VAN’s focus is
helping and assisting people to live healthy lives.
According to de Havilland, up until the 1990s, there was no

adequate treatment for HIV. It continues to affect and impact the
lives of those without proper medical care in impoverished areas
such as South Africa, where HIV/AIDS treatment is expensive.
“A shift occurred with new technologies and new medicine,” de
Havilland said. “People really need the help but it is costly.”
According to de Havilland, more awareness is needed with
increasing access to the medicine to help treat HIV. There are still
many misconceptions about how HIV is transmitted. That’s why it’s
important for organizations like VAN to spread awareness.
According to AIDS.gov, evidence has shown HIV cannot be
spread through touch, sweat or saliva or through mosquitoes and
one’s sexuality doesn’t matter. Another misconception is that an
individual’s life is over if they are HIV-positive. With antiretroviral
drugs, those who have HIV are able to live longer and normal lives,
more so than when the epidemic first erupted.
“This cause is very important to me,” de Havilland said. “Working here has shown how much of a difference funding makes for
people.”
contact Kayla Rini at rinikm@dukes.jmu.edu.
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SAFETY | Master plan outlines increased biking infrastructure
from page 3

“Don’t always expect cars to share the road … be mindful of
them and give them their allotted space in hopes they will return
the favor,” Bell said.
Regardless, some cyclists at JMU still tend to disregard important
safety information.
“I don’t usually wear a helmet on campus,” Melanie Lyons, a
freshman nursing major, said. “I know I should, but I don’t because
I honestly don’t have one that fits and haven’t worn one since my
bike had training wheels.”
According to Scott Wootten, a service representative at the
Shenandoah Bicycle Company, wearing a helmet is an important
part of riding safely.
“There’s no law about [wearing helmets], but it’s a really good
idea,” Wootten said. “Breaking a $50 helmet is a lot cheaper than
going through years of reconstructive surgery — and brain damage, which can’t always be fixed … Any time you’re getting on a
bike, you’re accepting inherent risks that go along with the sport.”
Wootten also suggested that cyclists ensure their brakes and
cables used for shifting gears are in good working order.
“Get your bike serviced regularly, or learn how to maintain it
yourself,” Wootten said. “If you don’t have properly functioning
equipment, especially with brakes, you can see some issues when
riding around town.
Wootten added that the city of Harrisonburg does not see many
vehicle accidents.
Harrisonburg has a reputation for being a bike-friendly city, and
safety information is available on the university website, but it’s up
to the individual to make sure they know safe practices.
“Educating bicyclists, motorists and pedestrians on how to
use facilities predictably, and how to predictably and courteously
behave around each other [is] important in making biking safer,”

Thanh Dang, Harrisonburg’s transportation and environmental
planning manager, said. “However, if I had to boil it down to one
thing, I would advise bicyclists, and everyone else, to be predictable.”
According to Dang, cyclists can improve their own safety through
predictable behavior. They can do this by choosing to either bike in
the street, and follow vehicular traffic rules, or to bike on the sidewalk, and follow pedestrian rules. Wootten agreed.
“If you’re riding a bike on the road, you’re riding with vehicles and
if you’re not abiding by the laws, you’re subject to legal problems
as well as potentially riding unsafely,” Wootten said. “There’s definitely a significant benefit to being informed on what the rules are.”

“Any time you’re getting on a bike,
you’re accepting inherent risks
that go along with the sport.”
Scott Wootten

service representative
Shenandoah Bicycle Company

Dang added that since bicycles are inherently different vehicles
from cars, many accidents result from differing expectations on how
the other party will act in a given situation.
“Don’t change lanes or turn abruptly; be aware of what surrounds
you,” Dang said. “If biking on a sidewalk, bike at a slower pedestrian pace so that drivers pulling out of driveways are more likely to
anticipate [or] see you, because they are expecting people walking
at a slower pace than a bike rider.”
Both Harrisonburg and JMU are constantly maintaining and
upgrading their bike-related infrastructure.

“The JMU Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee is making significant progress on ways to improve what they call the
‘5-Es’: engineering [or infrastructure], education, encouragement,
enforcement and evaluation,” Dang said. “The first major task they
completed last year was the JMU Bicycle & Pedestrian Master plan.
Now, they’re organizing themselves in order to implement the plan
over time.”
The plan, available from the JMU bicycle safety page, was developed in conjunction with the JMU Department of Risk Management
and details JMU’s current infrastructure and policies related to all
forms of non-vehicular traffic, including bicycles, pedestrians and
skateboarders. It details current and upcoming citywide efforts to
improve infrastructure related to cycling, such as installing new
crosswalks, widening sidewalks and paving dirt and gravel trails to
make them safer for cyclists and other non-vehicular traffic.
A 3.8 mile-long “Shared Use Path” is one of the projects that the
city is currently working on. The project will connect JMU with Eastern Mennonite University, with additional connections to be added
to the Bluestone Trail and Northend Greenway.
“Walking, cycling and skateboarding are popular means of transportation and recreation at JMU, and [students] rely on this diverse
and sometimes disconnected system of facilities,” the plan stated.
The plan also aims to develop an interconnected network that
links destinations on JMU’s campus to the community.
In doing so, the plan hopes to achieve goals such as improving
safety, quality of life and to promote health and general well-being.
Even with all the resources available, Wootten says it’s still
important to be careful while enjoying a bike ride, recreationally
or otherwise.
“Getting out and riding your bike is an awesome way to grow
your lifestyle,” Wootten said. “[But] be aware of what surrounds you.”
CONTACT Evan McAllister at mcalliem@dukes.jmu.edu.

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT
IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA
Excellent Opportunity for School
Teachers & College Students
Over $2,500 in 2 to 3 weeks!!!
Locations available throughout Northern Virginia

Must be 18 years old and willing to
work everyday from

June 17th- July 7th

For more information and online application, go to

www.tristatefireworks.com
Need a place to live?
We’ve got low rates and
leasing specials on our
new designer apartments!
Sign during the Spring Social for:
+ The chance to get an iHome upon
signing
+ The chance to win $2,000 CASH
+ Refer-A-Friend and BOTH Get $150
+ $430 Gift Card at move in OR get
your birthday month FREE
Plus!
+ Happy Hour Mocktail Bar
+ PS4 Gaming Station
+ JMU Party Cartel DJ!
+ Passed Appetizers
+ Swag Gift Bags
+ Socialmatic Photo Wall
+ $50 Gift Card Giveaways
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COREY TIERNEY | media mogul

GEOFF LaTULIPPE | 		

Don’t judge a show by its channel
Viewers should focus on content, not network, when turning on the TV
Not all TV is created
equal. I’d say that’s a
pretty large consensus
among American viewers.
For example, you can’t
exactly compare “Orange
is the New Black” with the
Nick Jr. morning lineup
when it comes to content.
However, taking that
thought too far can create a risky pattern: TV
stereotyping.
When you attach a stigma to a certain TV
channel, you box yourself out of some pretty
great programming. Also, many times, the
channels trying to fight their labels can make
the shows even better.
Consider MTV. The supposed “fallen from
grace” former music hub seems to have a trashy
connotation nowadays. The producers who
created a recycled pool of “Jersey Shores” and
“Teen Moms” seem to have thrown the channel
to the tween wolves.
But it’s not all bad. A recent show, “Finding
Carter,” now in its second season, is nothing
you would expect from the channel that
brought you “Jackass.”
This scripted series stars Kathryn Prescott,
who previously starred in the acclaimed British
teen drama “Skins,” as a 16-year-old who
discovers that the woman she thought was her
mother was actually a kidnapper who stole
her 13 years prior. It’s been met with almost
completely positive reviews by critics.
I’m not going to sit here and ask “Where’s

the Emmy?,” but this show has blown me away.
It’s smart — suspenseful, even — writing that
makes you want to come back for all the right
reasons. The acting is above par and I’m almost
proud of MTV for taking the time to not just
follow girls around with a handheld camera.

KELSEY HARDING / THE BREEZE

Another channel with an infamous bad rep
is Lifetime. “That sounds like a Lifetime movie”
is a phrase I’ve probably said 20 times in my
— pardon the pun — lifetime. These overly
dramatic, female-driven movies have created
a hole that the network seems to be (slowly,
but surely) climbing out of.
But, like MTV, it has succeeded in some
ways. Lifetime is actually putting out some
quality reality TV.
First up, it currently owns the Project Runway
franchise, and after an admittedly rocky start, it
has brought it back to mid-2000s Bravo level.

It also seems to have a knack for following
gifted young people. Shows like “Dance Moms,”
which follows a group of extraordinarily
talented young dancers, “Child Genius,” a
“bee”-like trivia competition for kids that gives
away scholarships and “Jump!,” which follows
the world of competitive double dutch, all have
some great qualities.
Again, they aren’t revolutionary, but they
aren’t a “Lifetime movie” either.
Now before you think I’m just a trash TV
junkie, there are some actual examples of
channels breaking their stereotypes. In fact,
one in particular has essentially rebranded
itself.
AMC (formerly “American Movie Classics”)
is now a mecca for big shows like “Mad Men,”
“Breaking Bad” and “The Walking Dead.” It used
to just be a niche channel for old Hollywood
movie buffs; now, it’s Emmy central.
Combating this ideal is important because
we need to analyze the media we consume.
Instead of watching things based on what we
think they might be, we should watch them for
what they are.
This transitions into all facets of life as well.
It’s that overused (but highly true) adage of not
judging a book by it’s cover.
But in terms of TV, all I ask is that you base
your judgement off the first episode and not the
channel number.

Matt D’Angelo is a sophomore media arts
and design and political science double
major. Contact Matt at dangelmv@dukes.
jmu.edu.

Geoff LaTulippe is a 2002 alumnus. He will
be speaking to film and theater students
about breaking into the entertainment
industry today and Friday.

A “thanks-for-putting-JMUon-the-assistive-technologymap” pat to all of the OT
students who entered the Maddak
Company’s Assistive Technology
Competition at the American
Occupational Therapy Association’s
Conference and the “Kibbles for
Kai” team who won the People’s
Choice Award.
From OT professors who think
you are truly amazing.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org
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A “meeting-you-guys-haschanged-my-life” pat to Alpha
Phi Omega, the co-ed service
fraternity that brings love and
sunshine to both JMU and the
Harrisonburg community.
From a person lucky enough to be
a brother of this organization and
surrounded by the most passionate,
inspiring people.
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Proposed smoking ban on campus enforces idea of JMU bubble

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

Storytelling
is for
everyone

A prime example of this was featured in
The Breeze’s coverage of this story earlier this
month. The news article included a personal
account of a student here on campus who was
a supporter of the ban because she was tired of
walking behind smokers and being subjected
to their secondhand smoke. This is the most
absurd logic behind a smoking ban yet.
Unfortunately, this is the world we live in.
People no longer go from childhood to adulthood through a rebellious teenage period. No,
instead we’ve added a whole other step in the
growing up process after adolescence called
“young adulthood.”
Thanks to smoking bans, “young adults”
are no longer taught how to healthily operate
in a world filled with dangerous, unhealthy
things. Instead, in an effort to make our population “more informed and responsible,” we’re
removed completely from these things and suffer the consequences of becoming soft.
As someone who’s desperately trying to dissociate from this mentality, I say let the kids
smoke, dip and chew.

Corey Tierney is a senior media arts and
design major. Contact Corey at tiernecm@
dukes.jmu.edu.

Smoke ’em if you got ’em
the SGA in this situation.
Yes, any type of tobacco-related activity causes cancer. Yes, our campus would be
“healthier” without that peculiar cloud of cigarette smoke outside of Carrier Library. But
frankly, I think the real issue here is that if this
bill truly does represent the opinions of JMU
students, then we seriously have some growing up to do.
What I find so outrageous about tobacco
laws on college campuses anywhere is that they
serve as just another buffer between “the young
adult” and “the real world.” We “young adults”
leave home and have everything taken care of
for us. We go off to beautiful universities and
colleges where just about everyone is just like
us. Our safety, food, clothing and shelter are all
guaranteed with each passing day. Oftentimes,
students acknowledge this and talk about the
JMU bubble.
Well I’m here to tell you it’s not a bubble; it’s
a utopia.
Yes, here at JMU it seems like the only thing
that truly affects the convenience of a student’s
life is inclement weather (which is also taken
care of by JMU through school closings). Adding a smoking ban will further misinform JMU
students to the real world and that’s why I think
it’s ridiculous.

guest columnist

I’ve worked as a professional screenwriter for
almost seven years and in the film business for
over 11. My existence in this particular lunatic
universe has opened my eyes to many things,
but perhaps none as depressing as this: the vast
majority of the people writing, directing and distributing movies looks like me. Straight, white,
male.
I know. I’ve just blown your mind with some
totally original knowledge. Your world has been
irrevocably altered. I regret nothing.
As the stories that we tell — even the seemingly
insignificant ones — tend to define our culture in
a myriad of ways, the current and historical onesidedness of our narrative is, to put it mildly, a
major problem.
But it’s a problem we can fix. One that we need
to.
First of all, don’t get bent out of shape if you’re
a guy who looks like me. You’ll never have a problem telling your tales. Most of society is, in fact,
geared directly toward us having just such an avenue. We’ll be fine, and if you have something to
say, you should say it.
Storytelling is, in fact, for everyone.
But if you don’t look like me, it might not always
seem that way. You might not have been encouraged that film and TV are for you. You might have
been, in fact, outright discouraged from the idea.
Disabused of the notion that your worldview has
inherent value. Admonished that no audience
exists to share in your experiences.
So please, allow me a moment to not only
repeat myself, but to be as obvious as I can: storytelling is for everyone.
If you’re a woman. If you’re a person of color.
If you’re part of the LGBT community. If you’re
disabled. If you’re disenfranchised. If you’ve ever
been made to feel like you’ve been cast to the
fringes of society.
If you’re “different.”
Loud and clear: your voices are every bit as
important as mine or anyone else’s. And your
stories can become the most vital cogs in the
machinery that ultimately changes this world for
the better.
What we see in theaters and on our TV screens
tends not only to reflect our public consciousness,
but to influence it.
“Yeah, but if the same people who tell the stories and who have set up the system also guard
the gates to entry, they’re not going to let me in,”
you might comment. And in some cases, you’d be
correct in such an assessment.
But it’d be a shame if you let that stop you.
Because while some might not be interested in
admitting you, I’ll cut you in on a little secret:
they’re helpless if you force your way through.
And isn’t that the very best reason to impose your
will? Because someone in a position of power is
deathly afraid of its truth?
It’s high time we stopped allowing one group
of people to monopolize the conversation. An
authentic reflection of our world is a necessity,
not an occasional luxury.
So reflect. Examine. Expose. Depict. We’ll listen. We’re waiting.
Because storytelling is for everyone.

MATT D’ANGELO | speaks for itself

I’ll never understand
why members of government feel it’s their
responsibility to make
health decisions for the
individuals they govern. What’s even more
unsettling is that it would
appear that the frequency
and severity of these new
health laws seems to be increasing.
Last week, the Student Government Association submitted legislation to the JMU
administration that would permanently ban
smoking on campus. This legislation, as reported earlier this month by The Breeze, would
incorporate a sweeping ban of the use and
sales of all tobacco products on campus. After
passing the student senate, the bill now stands
before the JMU administration for approval and
implementation.
This legislation comes in the interests of “all
JMU students” who feel that smoking no longer
has a place on campus. Granted, cigarettes and
chewing tobacco are horrendous for the human
body and their uses don’t seem to make much
sense. However, as a student who does enjoy the
occasional dose of tobacco (while off campus,
of course), I must speak out to the absurdity of
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A “thanks-for-being-awesome”
pat to JMU maintenance for
removing the mold from the A/C
and fixing our lighting right after I
sent in the request.
From a freshman who can
happily breathe his room’s air
again.
An “I’m-gonna-miss-the-JMUspirit” pat to the housekeeper who
gave me a phone charger in HHS
because I lost mine.
From a senior who just learned
a lesson in paying it forward JMU
style.
A “you’ll-be-the-undoingof-our-society” dart to the
smartphone.
From someone who sees the
writing on the wall.

A “thanks-for-cheering-meup” pat to Xavier, who gave me a
donut when he saw me crying on
the Quad.
From a junior who is stressed, but
loves donuts.
A “what’s-a-windscreen?”
dart to the students in the SMAD
checkout room who continue to
give out broken equipment.
From a student who hates having
to do your job for you.
A “thanks-for-making-thisthe-most-beautiful-campus”
pat to the JMU faculties that take
care of the flowers and plants.
From a freshman who thinks
we don’t have to go to D.C. for the
Cherry Blossom Festival when we
can enjoy it on campus everyday.
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hayley moore | historical nonfiction

Hit the brakes before they do
Students shouldn’t allow HDPT drivers to be reckless

Kelsey Harding / The Breeze

“Should’ve pulled the chain earlier, I’m not stopping now,”
jeeringly replied the bus driver, who casually drove past my
stop on a rainy Friday night.
Although my friend and I could easily spot a person
waiting for a bus at the shelter, our bus driver somehow
“telepathically” knew that the awaiting passenger wasn’t
going to hop on that route. So, based on his wishful thinking,
he decided to skip the stop, leaving us to sit tight for another
trip on the route.
Little did I know that my ordeal with bus drivers had just
commenced with that incident and that there were many
more in line. The next morning, I hopped on to the Saturday
campus shuttle only to face the music of another infuriated
bus driver. Every red traffic light was like a red flag to a bull for
the old lady who was driving the bus. I saw her going ballistic
with each shelter, where she had to stop and open doors for
passengers. She incessantly pressed the brakes after picking
up high speed and also closed the doors on a passenger who
was trying to get on the bus. I was already swinging back and
forth, despite sitting on a seat with a support, and I couldn’t
imagine the plight of the passengers who were standing
throughout the ride, holding onto the bars.
While I was fighting down the wave of nausea because of
the forward jerks and springy bounces, I wondered if there
were any immediate steps that could be taken to prevent such
road rage. Like me, I’m pretty sure some other passengers on
the bus also resolved to walking to destinations instead of
risking life and limb by climbing on the bus again.
What concerns me the most is that these bus drivers are
deliberately violating the rules and are being disrespectful
toward their fellow passengers without any fear of being
reported. I’ve rarely experienced such abysmal service during
the weekdays when the classes are in full swing, even though
certain routes are packed with students who request stops
every now and then. Conversely, during the weekend, the
drivers return to their dismal moods and the passengers have
to face the chill wind of the grumpy drivers while they blow
off steam through their madcap driving.
The drastic difference between the behavior of the bus
drivers who work during the week and weekend was brought
to my attention again when a friend of mine with a broken

recommendation of the week

foot climbed on a Sunday shuttle with her knee walker. She
was used to being treated amicably by the bus drivers who
would help her get around campus during school days. They’d
never miss to open the ramp for her to get on the bus with her
knee walker. However, much to her surprise and mine, the
Sunday shuttle driver frantically rebuked her for getting the
knee walker on the bus. He chained it to the seat while she had
to stand and balance herself on her broken leg throughout
the ride.
After doing a little research on the Harrisonburg bus service
website, I found out that this was a direct violation of Title VI
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Anybody who experiences such
hostility on a mass transit because of temporary or permanent
disability, or race or gender can directly file a complaint
against the discriminator using the website.
Still terrified of encountering the grumpy old lady’s
roller coaster ride, I heaved a sigh of relief to find the HDPT
customer service form. It lets the commuters evaluate the bus
service and lodge complaints against specific route drivers in
case of reckless driving or other violations of rules.
However, the aggressive and callous behavior displayed
by the drivers on certain days and times of the week still
remains a mystery to me. I think it’s primarily because of less
vigilance or less passengers, giving these drivers the guts to act
so indifferently toward during the non-rush hours. Whatever
the reason, I don’t think students should have to sit at the edge
of their seats through the ride or be hesitant to climb on a bus
because of a fuming driver.
Furthermore, it’s very important that any passenger who
witnesses or has to experience the “wrath” of a bus driver
through his or her reckless driving or derogatory behavior
should immediately use the customer services. As responsible
members of the JMU and Harrisonburg community, it’s
important that we make sure that no other passenger has to
go through this.
Even though most bus drivers come off as very courteous
and considerate toward students, one bad apple can give a
bad name to the entire bushel.
Rishmita Aich is a freshman media arts and design
major. Contact Rishmita at aichrx@dukes.jmu.edu.

TV: “Daredevil” (2015)
1 Season (all on Netflix)

Kelsey Harding / The Breeze

It’s no secret that Marvel is
starting to take over the film
industry — the studio has begun
to release at least one movie
a year. However, the studio is
now making its way to take over
television with four new series
over the next two years on Netflix,
starting with its first, “Daredevil.”
The show follows the story of
Matt Murdock (played by Charlie
Cox), who at a young age was in an
accident causing him to lose his
sight, but only after learns that his
senses have become heightened.
A good-hearted lawyer by day,
Murdock uses his “superpowers”
to fight crime on the streets of New
York City’s Hell’s Kitchen.
Apart from its amazing action
sequences and the characters,
“Daredevil” doesn’t rush with its
plot. It takes its time to develop.
The show gives you just enough
information to hold your attention
and leave you wanting more. For

example, the villain of the series’
own name isn’t even revealed
until episode four. You’ll want to
watch episode after episode in
order to get the answers you’re
after.
Let it be known that this show
is a lot darker compared to other
Marvel projects. There’s a lot of
violence, but if you know anything
about the original comic, it’s the
perfect amount that you won’t
want to close your eyes for.
Some of my favorite parts
were the numerous references
to the other Marvel movies and
characters. If you’re familiar with
anything Marvel-related, keep
an eye out for hints dropped
about other characters and even
the upcoming “Avengers: Age of
Ultron” movie.
If this show is any indication of
how the future of Marvel studios
in general will be, it’s clear that
they’ll continue to be on top.

Attention Lifeguards

Massanutten Resort is Training and Hiring!
Part-time & Seasonal Positions

Stop in or apply online

www.MassResortJobs.com
Instructor Classes available.
Lifeguard training is on-going.
Lifeguard Instructor and Water
Safety Instructor Training
starts soon.

For class information, call
(540) 289-4987 or visit
massresort.com/aquatics

Moving out at
the end of the
semester?

Let Blue Ridge Hospice help with
those items you no longer need.

Accepting Donations of:
Clothing •
Household Items
Furniture • Books

Donation Hours:

Monday – Saturday, 10-4

To arrange pick-up of furniture or
other large items, please call:
(540) 327-0402

182 Neff Avenue • Harrisonburg
(540) 217-0337 • blueridgehospice.org

COMING SOON
Now Hiring!
Summer Marketing Positions
Shift Supervisors
Chefs
email resumes to

applications.saladcreations@gmail.com
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SATIRICAL NEWS COLUMN

Campus statues end ongoing feud
By SAM ROSENBERG
contributing columnist

Sources report that the long-running feud between the James Madison statue near the
Integrated Science and Technology building on the east side of campus and his counterpart
in front of Varner Hall on JMU’s west side has reached an amicable end.
The treaty comes in conclusion to a nearly seven-year dispute over who was the better
James Madison.
The controversy began in 2008, when a new statue portraying a younger, larger sculpture
of the university’s namesake was erected, ending the six-year reign of the west-side Madison
as the university’s sole effigy of our nation’s fourth president.
While university administrators had hoped for an alliance between the two upon the
introduction of the east-side Madison, the west-side stone figure resisted any terms of
acceptance for the new Madison, calling him an “intruder,” continuing in a 2008 statement
to say, “this metal loser is stepping on my turf and he better [expletive] check himself.”
Administrative appeals to the east-side Madison to take the higher ground over the western
Madison failed, however, as the former began taking gibes at the latter’s height, appearance
and general visibility on campus.
“I didn’t know our honorable university was named after an Oompa Loompa,” the eastern
statue bellowed across campus one morning in early 2009. “You look like Madison would
look if you dug him up now!”
The insult was not unmatched, however, as the western Madison cited the eastern’s
historical inaccuracy and his romanticized stature.
“You are nothing but a gross exaggeration of an already great man,” stated an eloquent
essay on the matter by the western Madison. “And you look like Paul Bunyan with a ponytail.”

After several months of trading disparaging comments back and forth, university
administration stepped up on the matter, calling each “incorrigible” and saying that “they’ll
have to figure it out for themselves.”
With no regulation, the tension between the two grew until conflict erupted in late 2010, in
the full-blown east side-west side statue war. The bloody battle took place in the early morning
hours of March 16 that year, on James Madison’s birthday. Students walking to their 8 a.m.
classes several hours later were shocked and traumatized to find the battered remains of
several statues around campus. The original James Madison statue’s decapitated head was on
display on the Commons (where it remains) and the Duke Dog in front of the Plecker Center
was turned upside-down with “west side rulez” written on his side.
Thus began the student call for an end to the madness.
“We simply can’t stand to see our university torn apart like this,” Allison Rodgers, a former
student, said in 2010. “A James Madison divided against itself cannot stand.”
Promises of reform finally came with the 2012 appointment of Jonathan Alger as president,
who saw the issue as being of utmost importance.
“A lot of issues stand out as being important to the future of this university,” Alger said in his
inauguration address. “But none more dire than ending the east-west conflict.”
He was speaking, of course, of two statues.
And today, in 2015, the campus rejoiced as the two Madisons finally signed a treaty, reaching
an agreement to cease all conflict and join to represent the university together.
When asked how the agreement was reached, university administrators said that both
statues realized that at least they were both cooler than the Gandhi statue in ECL.
CONTACT Sam Rosenberg at rosen2si@dukes.jmu.edu.

JOSH HUMPHRIES | letter to the editor

Student voices are essential in decision-making
Recent local media coverage
regarding the JMU Student Government
Association’s proposal to add a voting
precinct to campus and the debate it
has inspired has been disheartening.
Comments on local TV and newspaper
stories have included opinions that
students aren’t “real” members of this
community.
Here at JMU, we believe in the power
of community and the importance of
hearing everyone’s voice, including
students, while working to be wellinformed citizens. Students are
invested in the community personally,
financially and politically. The studentcitizens of JMU work in Harrisonburg,
contribute to the local economy, work
on political campaigns and donate
hundreds of thousands of hours of
community service to this city.
Tip O’Neill once said that “All politics

is local.” There is no level of government
closer to the people than local
government and there is no question
students should have an equal vote in
deciding who represents our city on
the council. Simply put, students are
citizens and citizens have the right to
partake in the democratic process.
One flaw in the reporting on this
issue surrounds the question of costs
associated with the establishment
of a new precinct. Unfortunately,
the Daily News-Record, as well as
WHSV-TV, neglected to mention the
fact that a letter was presented to
the Harrisonburg Electoral Board on
behalf of the administration of JMU.
The letter not only expressed support
for the proposal, but also stated that
the university is willing to explore ways
to share the anticipated start-up cost of
$20,000.

Keep in mind, that while the
administration supports this effort,
this is a student led initiative to
increase access and reduce barriers
for fellow students. This proposal is
being reviewed and investigated by
the registrar’s office and will be a
continuing agenda item for the Electoral
Board, and there’s still hope that we can
have a polling location on campus for
upcoming elections.
If we as a community want to make
our city a better, more inclusive place,
it’s imperative we acknowledge that
students are active and real members of
this community and encourage them to
exercise their fundamental right to vote
for officials who have a great impact on
their daily lives.
Josh Humphries is a junior political
science major.
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A GENTLE, MURDEROUS OLD MAN
“The Jinx: The Life and Deaths of Robert Durst” review, page 10
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A jack
of all
trades
JAMES CHUNG / THE BREEZE

School of Music guitar instructor Mickey Glago began the annual music festival Spaghettifest back in 2003 with his band, Midnight Spaghetti and the Chocolate G-Strings.

Instructor Mickey Glago plans 13th annual Spaghettifest music festival, works with students in class and individually
By EMMA KORYNTA
The Breeze

Music is blasting through speakers as festival-goers sing
along at the top of their lungs. Many are dancing, walking
around or just soaking up the sun and the sounds.
It’s music festival season, but while many are flocking to go
hear their favorite bands, JMU music instructor Mickey Glago
is just starting to plan this fall’s Spaghettifest.
Glago is a private music teacher, performer, producer and
promoter. He started the Spaghettifest music festival while he
attended JMU as a senior project of sorts in October 2003.
Glago originally put on the event as a tribute to upperclassmen who may feel neglected by school-sponsored events.
“All these [JMU-sponsored] shows were always geared
towards your views coming out of high school, and it’s more
pop culture-heavy concerts,” Glago said. “I felt like you really
establish your person towards the end of college. You realize you’re heading towards a path where you want to define
yourself.”
The desire to provide this upperclassmen-oriented festival
was one of the factors that has kept him in Harrisonburg postgraduation. He wanted to keep Spaghettifest in the Shenandoah
Valley, even though the actual location of the festival varies.
He now teaches concert production in the School of Music
while simultaneously holding private guitar lessons from his
home.
“That opened the avenue for me to be involved once again
with the students and have my finger on the pulse of what’s
going on,” Glago said. “I can hear what everyone’s ideas are. I
can also teach students my angle on the industry and the professionalism that needs to be out there.”
Because Glago started working at JMU almost immediately

after he graduated, he’s been able to teach alongside his former teacher and current friend, guitar professor Keith Stevens.
“Most of the time, I see a student for four years and then they
graduate and then you connect with them later on,” Keith Stevens, a guitar instructor at JMU, said. “I don’t think of [Mickey]
when I see him as somebody who has been a former student
of mine. I see him as a colleague and a friend that I’ve known
for a long time.”
Stevens began as Glago’s teacher but evolved into a mentor of sorts.
“I would assume that he is very connected to his students,”
Stevens said. “Whether it’s the classes that he teaches or if he’s
teaching privately to them, I hope that his relationships to them
go beyond just being the normal student-teacher type thing
like ours did.”
Ethan Wilson, a freshman music industry and classical guitar major, was one of Glago’s guitar students outside of JMU.
“He pushed me in the right direction because I had never
had any experience with guitar before freshman year started,”
Wilson said.
According to Stevens, JMU’s School of Music has greatly
expanded since the time that Glago was a student, especially
in terms of the number of students and the quality of technology. Along with JMU’s music program, Harrisonburg’s music
scene has also improved.
“It’s grown, and [Glago’s] been a part of that too,” Stevens
said. “It’s grown in the venues and the sophistication of the
places where students have to play.”
Stevens believes that Glago has had a direct impact on both
JMU and the Harrisonburg music community.
“He’s been a link between that scene [of students] and the
music field, giving more opportunities outside of the music
department for these guys to play better venues and better

festivals and get more real-life experiences,” Stevens said.
Glago also hopes that he has impacted the local music scene
and aims to one day open his own music venue. He believes
that the local artistic scene is so large that it needs an equally
large number of outlets.
This expansion of the music scene in the Valley could’ve been
influenced by Spaghettifest. The weekend-long festival, which
now happens every September at a local venue that varies every
year, is centered around bands that Glago has found locally or
has met through other experiences such as touring. There has
been over 30 performers on multiple stages.
Glago focuses on bringing in diverse groups that will follow the new interests of the audience but also still resonate
with him.
“Our goals have always been to have a thriving scene of arts
and culture [in Harrisonburg],” Glago said.
Glago’s influence on the music world goes beyond just Spaghettifest and Harrisonburg. During his senior year at JMU,
Glago and other former JMU students created the funk band,
Midnight Spaghetti and the Chocolate G-Strings. While many
of the band’s original members have left, Glago still fronts the
group.
“My goal has always been to rock,” Glago said. “Midnight
Spaghetti is my dream. It’s what I want to do. I only want to
play on stage. I do all of this other stuff because it’s what paves
the way to that.”
Glago is constantly taking on new challenges, whether it’s for
Spaghettifest, his band or to help other musicians.
“I’ve always had a personal motto: I really don’t quit
anything,” Glago said. “Maybe that’s my own downfall,
but it’s also something that makes me very dependable.”
CONTACT Emma Korynta at korynten@dukes.jmu.edu.

Printing your imagination
JMU’s 3-D Printing Club welcomes students of all majors to learn more about the developing technology
By CLAIRE HASKINS
contributing writer

printing technology is still developing, and isn’t necessarily
user-friendly yet.
For students who have taken a class
“It’s not like an iPhone, where you
inside the 3-D printing lab in Burruss have all your things, and they’re all in
Hall, watching layers of filament form the right place and you know how to
into a small object of their own design do them,” Rebecca Field, an associate
is nothing new. Examples of objects professor of mathematics and faculty
that have been made in the lab are on adviser to the club, said.
display there, including knots, moleSince only a few classes have
cules and other objects the students been scheduled in the lab so far,
have designed themselves.
there was some hope that the space
One professor used
could be utilized
more — especially
the lab to study knots. “It’s not like an iPhone,
by underclassmen
A chemistry class
where you have
who often find it
once visited the lab to
print models of mol- all your things and
hard to win a seat in
ecules. A cube with
classes that take
they’re all in the right the
the JMU letters on
place there. This
it, was printed dur- place and you know
aspiration led Field
ing the first meeting
to offer her GSCI 104
how to do them.”
last Thursday of the
students an opportunity to look into
brand new 3-D Print- Rebecca Field
founding a club in
ing Club.
associate professor
the lab as their final
The club is a dream of mathematics and
come true for students faculty adviser to
project.
who want to try their 3-D Printing Club
“The idea is … to
hand at designing
make the process
and printing models.
easier on people,
It will allow access
making it so you
to printers for students interested in don’t have to go out and search out
learning how to use one — a privilege these opportunities, but they’re there
which was previously only available to for you,” Field said. “The idea is to
students taking a class in the lab.
create a knowledgeable techie comAs part of the College of Science and munity that can nurture itself.”
Mathematics, 3-Space, the lab that the
The club will also offer those who
club is affiliated with, was started by previously took a class in the lab an
Laura Taalman, a mathematics pro- opportunity to continue experimentfessor. Now several classes are taught ing with 3-D printing.
there, including GSCI 104, Scientific
“[The club] expands the kinds of
Perspectives, a lab course that can ful- horizons of what people can do,” Patfill a general education requirement.
rick Moran, a sophomore computer
This lab is one of three 3-D printing information systems major and lab
labs on campus, but the only one that’s technician of the club, said. “It allows
open to students of all majors — the them to be more inventive.”
first of its kind at JMU.
However, consumer-level 3-D
see PRINTING, page 10

PHOTOS BY DANIEL STEIN / THE BREEZE

TOP Members of the 3-D Printing Club learn how to print models of various objects in the 3-Space lab. BOTTOM LEFT
The 3-D printer was originally limited to students in GSCI 104 (Scientific Perspectives), but now anyone can join the
club and learn how to use it. BOTTOM RIGHT Students can print a wide variety of objects, from knots to iPhone cases.
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PRINTING | Members have a wide range of experience with 3-D printing
from page 9

A few of the possible activities of the new club include
learning about the maintenance of the machines, buying
older machines in order to alter their hardware and exploring printing with new materials, such as chocolate. Since
classes have more restriction on what they can do in the lab,
these activities will be new for most members, whether they
took GSCI 104 or not.
The club will begin recruiting new members in the fall and
doing safety and general information workshops in order to
teach new members the ropes. Not all of the founding members of the club have had experience with 3-D printing yet,
but they are excited to learn more and meet others who are
interested in the topic.
“I want a lot of people to join,” Derek Wilus, a junior mathematics and statistics double major and treasurer of the club,
said. “I feel like it’d be a great experience for anyone.”

According to the president of the club, Robert Hedrick, a
senior intelligence analysis major, there are benefits to the
club being open to different majors.
“I think that’s what is great about it,” Hedrick said.
“When you get more people from different backgrounds
to come together, then you’re going to come up with new
ideas.”
The experienced members of the club are happy to
share their knowledge of 3-D printing with others.
“I’m excited about getting the word out about 3-D
printing, providing students with the opportunity to come
in here and design anything they want to,” Hedrick said.
“It’s just kind of amazing that you can come in here, pull
anything out of your imagination, and then see it built
in front of you.”
CONTACT Claire Haskins at
haskinca@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Sophomore intelligence analysis major Sherrill Callahan at a club meeting.

TV review

By Rebecca Josephson | The Breeze

KELSEY HARDING / THE BREEZE

The Truth:
Following the scary life of fictional Hannibal Lecter isn’t as
haunting as thinking about real-life accused serial killer Robert Durst who, until a month
ago, was walking our streets.
HBO
America is fascinated
“The Jinx: The
with crime dramas. From
Christie’s work to
Life and Deaths Agatha
“Silence of the Lambs” to
of Robert Durst” “Breaking Bad,” these exaggerated stories of atrocity

capture our attention. HowReleased Feb. 8
ever these stories, though
gaining wide popularity,
haven’t thrilled audiences like HBO’s new miniseries “The
Jinx: The Life and Deaths of Robert Durst” has.
For around 33 years, Durst lived as an average citizen, with
one staggering contrast: his alleged connection to the killings of at least three people. After “All Good Things” (the live
action movie based on Durst’s life) was made in 2010, Durst
approached director Andrew Jarecki to make this HBO series.
He said, “This whole time I have said nothing to nobody
about anything,” and came to Jarecki to set things straight.

Follow us on instagram

@BreezeJMU

The Whole Truth:
The whole truth about this series is mostly complimentary.
The biggest is that the release of new and exciting information
is well-paced throughout the six episodes. With each episode
having a slightly different focus on the case, I was always on
the edge of my seat. The case was easy to follow and made far
less complicated than legal and criminal cases can be.
What is also astonishing about this series is the extent and
expertise of the journalistic research that went into each aspect
of the case and Durst’s life. The three writers of the series were
able to put Durst in jail in just a few years, while law enforcement was unable to in 33. On March 14 (shortly before the
airing of the last episode of “The Jinx”) Durst was arrested in
New Orleans based on evidence uncovered by the production of this show.
Yet, despite the factual elements and the interview style of
the documentary, I was never bored. I think it’s the storytelling, investigative journalism and intrigue of the case that has
made this series so popular.
I felt that Jarecki did a fantastic job in presenting Durst in
a non-villainous way. Despite the facts, Jarecki inspired in
me the affection I think he found for this old man, however
murderous.

Nothing But the Truth?:
Much of the opposition to the show is in the actual questioning of Durst, the biggest debate being if the way in which
Durst was questioned is ethical. Some of the questions Jarecki
asks are leading questions, sparking many people to feel like
the makers of this series were trying persuade the answers to
draw a specific conclusion.
However, I don’t think the interviews with Durst are unethical — only that they raise a more pertinent question about how
this team discovered more information than law enforcement
in about three different murder cases.
Whether or not the director and producer hid information
from authorities for the sake of “making good TV” is irrelevant
in the enjoyment of this documentary series, especially with
the frequent “behind the scenes” views shown to the audience.
Overall, I highly recommend watching “The Jinx.” Not only
will you find yourself captivated in the facts, but you can come
closer to discovering the truth, for as Durst says, “I did not tell
the whole truth. Nobody tells the whole truth.”
Watch “The Jinx” on HBO Go or on iTunes.
Rebecca Josephson is a sophomore English major.
Contact Rebecca at josephrc@dukes.jmu.edu.
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UNICORN | Owners of hair salon and thrift boutique to celebrate the
one-year anniversary of their lease signing and grand opening in August

DANIELLE EPIFANIO / THE BREEZE

Owner of Whatever thrift boutique Jessica Kyger, inspired by artistic friends, has always expressed herself through fashion. Whether she feels like wearing clothes all from a certain decade,
like the ’80s, or mixing crazy patterns, everything Kyger wears represents her look. Whatever shares a space with White Unicorn Hair Salon, although the two are separate entities.
from front

Massanutten Technical Center in 2007, she’s grown her clientele by serving their needs first and working around their
schedules, occasionally even coming in on days off. Now
that she has her own place, she wants to use it not only to
brighten people’s days with a beautiful new style, but also
to teach women how to take care of their hair.
“It’s really awesome when people let us make them look
like a little nebular galaxy,” Torres said. “Hair is so expressive and you can do so much with it. I feel like you can say
so much, without having to actually say anything.”
She and her co-stylist, Anna Pelletier, have worked
together on and off for the past several years. The two met
while working at The Studio Hair Salon & Day Spa on Neff
Avenue. Pelletier, a Harrisonburg native, earned her cosmetology license in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She eventually
returned to Harrisonburg after she began dating someone
from the area, now her husband.
Pelletier has styled hair for a little over a decade. She ran
her own boutique downtown for three years, giving birth
to two boys during that time. Now, she works three days a
week at White Unicorn, balancing family time and work.
“I like the environment,” Pelletier said. “I like that it’s
really chill and relaxed and there’s great art on the walls.
Leslie and Jessica are fun people and all of our clients are
really sweet.”
In the very near future, Torres and Pelletier hope to
offer classes to teach women essential styling techniques
— many tricks women think they already know how to do,
according to Torres.
“We really want to teach women how to blow-dry, and
how to do the most basic things with their hair,” Torres said.

“I want people leaving here feeling that they can do their
own hair and feel good about themselves … It makes me
feel good knowing that you just left here feeling awesome
about yourself, and your hair looks amazing. It’s kind of a
win-win.”
On April 10, Torres stayed in the salon later than usual
because she was dying Jessica Kyger’s hair. Kyger runs Whatever Vintage Boutique, a thrift boutique that shares the
space with the salon. Kyger’s hair, after lifting “every color
under the rainbow,” according to Torres, is now a vibrant
shade of fuchsia that fades into an equally bright purple.
Coincidentally, the two met when Kyger made a hair
appointment with Torres; the pair had heard of one another
through mutual friends before any encounters in person.
After learning customer service skills from working at
Massanutten Resort as a teenager, and learning all the
essentials of running her own business while working fulltime at Plato’s Closet for four years, Kyger signed a five-year
lease with Torres back in August. After leaving Plato’s, Kyger
has been working full-time at Whatever for about a month.
The biggest challenge of running her own boutique?
Washing the massive amounts of clothes she’s collected.
“My life is a never-ending laundry cycle,” Kyger said.
Kyger has the name of the boutique, Whatever, tattooed
on her inner right bicep. This isn’t a demonstration of her
commitment to the shop — she had gotten the tattoo many
years before. The real dedication comes from her wholehearted commitment to vintage fashion, and providing
people with an easy, affordable outlet to obtain it.
“A lot of people don’t have the luck, they don’t have the
time, they don’t have the patience to go through everything
[at a thrift shop],” Kyger said. “So I wanted to provide a whole
environment that’s more comfortable for you to be in that’s

still kind of like a boutique but with things you’re probably
not going to find anywhere other than a thrift store.”
While she describes her personal style as “impractical,”
Kyger has always used clothes to express herself.
“All of my friends are artistic in some way — whether
it’s drawing, painting,” Kyger said. “And I’ve never been like
that. I’ve never been able to do things that require a lot with
my hands. And so clothing was always the one thing I went
to for self-expression — even when I was a teenager. I wore
the most ridiculous outfits that you could ever think of.”
Kyger drives to different thrift shops to collect the perfect pieces for Whatever’s racks. From a tropical, floral frock
from the ’90s to an entire row of high-waisted denim cutoffs, Kyger will spend hours in both travel and shopping
time.
While the majority of her thrift shops are within an hour
of the Valley, the farthest she’s travelled was two hours to
West Virginia. She’s collected clothes for five years, and
hopes to one day have a space entirely her own.
This August, White Unicorn and Whatever will celebrate their grand openings and one-year anniversary of
signing the lease. While Torres and Kyger run completely
separate businesses, sharing the same space and shaping it together has led to a positive working relationship.
“Harrisonburg doesn’t really have a lot of retail
options,” Kyger said. “Most of the time with a hair salon
you’re in and out — you get whatever done and then
you’re gone — or if you’ve ever gone with a friend to get
their hair done and then you just have to sit in a chair. I
think that our two businesses feed off each other really
well.”
CONTACT Robyn Smith at breezearts@gmail.com.

RATES AS LOW A S

$339

NEW HARDWOOD-STYLE FLOORING & BLACK KITCHEN APPLIANCES
NEW EXTERIOR SIDING INCLUDED • NOW FULLY GATED
walk to class • private bedrooms • washer & dryer • fully furnished with leather-style furniture
FREE Gold’s Gym membership • all utilities included (electricity up to a monthly cap)

SAVE $150 WITH REDUCED FEES

CAMPUSEDGEJMU.COM
869 B Port Republic Road • 540.438.3835
Rates, fees, amenities & utilities included are subject to change.
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Sports

Finals start Next Friday
But it’s never too late to follow
@TheBreezeSports on Twitter.
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Men’s golf

Swinging toward success
Men’s team prepares to tee off at the CAA Championships starting tomorrow
By Robert Williams
The Breeze

Malina Scacchi / contributing photographer

Sophomore Ryan Cole admires his shot out of a bunker during Monday afternoon’s practice.

“Success in golf depends less on strength
of body than upon strength of mind and
character. Golf is deceptively simple and
endlessly complicated,” former pro golfer
Arnold Palmer once said.
In spite of all the hardships that the
sport may yield, the JMU men’s golf team is
attempting to prove that it has what it takes
to compete at the highest level.
After a strong finish in the regular
season, the Dukes are preparing to compete in the Colonial Athletic Association
Championship.
“We’re all really excited. We expect to go
out there and play well,” sophomore Ryan
Cole said. “We’d love to win, you know that’s
the goal. [We] can’t wait to get out there.”
The Dukes won two tournament titles
this season.
Upon winning first place honors at the
Old Dominion-Outer Banks Collegiate
Kilmarlic Invitational in North Carolina in
October, the Dukes won first place again
in Appalachian State’s “Bash at the Beach”
Invitational in Myrtle Beach on March 9
and 10.
Last season, the team won first place
just once.
“We played really well at the end of the
fall season,” head coach Jeff Forbes said.
“When we came out, even with the bad
winter [weather] that we had, the guys were
really playing well.”
According to Forbes, the team members
took it upon themselves to get better on the
tee and dig deeper into the game.
“I think that the guys just came together
a little bit better,” Forbes said. “We’re still
doing well and we’re still pretty fresh right
now.”
The Dukes have placed relatively high in
the majority of its tournaments this year,
competing against as many as 30 teams at
a time.

“It’s a combination of getting more
experience [and] having confidence in
ourselves,” Cole said. “We have a couple of
young guys that are doing pretty well this
season. We’re working all the time to get
better.”
In their last match of the season, the
Dukes placed fifth in the Greenbriar Invitational in White Sulphur Springs, West
Virginia, played April 13 and 14.
The team is diverse, too. The Dukes
have three international members on their
nine-man roster; freshmen Jack Floydd
(England), Shota Ozaki (Japan) and sophomore Poom Pattaropong (Thailand).
In Floydd’s first year at JMU, he’s excited
about the opportunities afforded him, but
he continues to stay focused on the team’s
success.
“I’m delighted,” Floydd said. “As [far as]
competition goes, our only goal for this
conference championship is to win and
progress to regionals.”
At this time of the season, focus and
paying attention to detail is important. The
Dukes were in this same position last year,
placing fifth out of eight teams in the CAA
tournament.
Nevertheless, according to Cole, the
objective behind this competition remains
the same — to win.
“Once you’re out there, it’s not really too
different,” Cole said. “It might be a little different for the coaches, but we just go out
there like it’s anything else. We all know
what’s at stake.”
The men’s team is competing in the CAA
Championships a week after the women’s
team placed fourth in its championship.
The Dukes start play in the CAA Championships at The Founders Club at St. James
Plantation in Southport, North Carolina,
on Friday. The tournament will continue
through Sunday.
Contact Robert Williams at
willi2rj@dukes.jmu.edu.

Summer Housing in D.C.
Need a place to live in D.C. this summer?
Apply for JMU Washington Semester
student housing
Only one block from the
Gallery Place/Chinatown Metro Station
Four-person Apartments:
•Each with two bedrooms, two bathrooms
•Fully furnished
•Washer/Dryer
•Wireless Internet
•Fitness Center
•$4,875 per person (May 16 -August 15)
Questions?
Email Dr. David Jones at jones3da@jmu.edu
For info and application, go to the
JMU Washington Semester web page

www.jmu.edu/polisci/washington_housing.shtml

SPORTs breezejmu.org

Thursday, April 23, 2015  

Recreation with religion

Evangelical churches in Harrisonburg and Rockingham County compete in the Valley Mennonite Church League
By Peter Byrd
contributing writer

In an effort to prevent a layup, a man
with graying hair held back by a thick, white
headband, wearing shorts that look like they
were made in the 1970s, is sprinting down the
center of the hardwood court. He’s about to
deliver a hard foul to a dreadlocked AfricanAmerican man in his early twenties, whose
stomach is protruding because his jersey is
two sizes too small. The infraction will send
the younger man sprawling into a brick wall
underneath the hoop.
It’s basketball in the name of Jesus.
Specifically, it’s the Valley Mennonite
Church League, a recreational league for
evangelical churches in Harrisonburg and
Rockingham County. On most weeknights
and some Saturday mornings from March
to May, the league holds basketball games
in Eastern Mennonite High School’s gymnasium. The league hosts 22 teams, with seven
churches competing in the upper-division
“A” league and the remaining 15 teams in the
lower “B” league.
The league brings together people from
many denominations — Mennonites, Methodists and Presbyterians among others
— and walks of life.
Before each game, both teams meet at
midcourt to read a code of conduct. After
that, a player on the home team leads a
prayer about enjoying the recreation time
while not sustaining any injuries. A pregame
handshake precedes the referee — usually
a player on Eastern Mennonite University’s
men’s basketball team — tossing the ball up
at midcourt to begin the game. Pleasantries
will be put on hold for the next 40 minutes.
While fellowship and sportsmanship are
emphasized, testosterone and competitiveness sometimes win the day.
“I think it stems a little bit from guys trying
to remember back in the day when they were
a big deal athletically and trying to regain
those glory days,” David Slykhuis, a 41-yearold JMU professor in the College of Education
who starts at point guard for Asbury United
Methodist Church, said. “The only thing
really ‘church league’ about it is the lack of
cursing. There’s still plenty of physical play.”
Zone defenses are prevalent in the church
league because they don’t put as much stress
on players past their primes to stay between
their men and the basket. But Slykhuis, who
plays basketball daily with other professors
at the university’s recreation center during
his lunch break, has a different approach to
running his team. He believes the full-court,
in-your-face defense, similar to the brand of

basketball legendary coach Rick Pitino runs
at the University of Louisville, helped Asbury
win the “B” league title last year.
“We play a more aggressive style than any
other team,” Slykhuis said. “By playing manto-man defense, we achieve two goals. We
give teams something they don’t see the rest
of the year, and we wear them down over the
course of the game.”
Asbury is once again one of the title contenders, and is currently tied for first place in
the league with a 13-1 record this year. The
Methodists have beaten most of the teams
they’ve played by double digits.
The other first-place team in the “B” league
is Harrisonburg First Church of the Nazarene,
the team Asbury beat in last year’s championship game. One of Nazarene’s best players is
Preston Clark, a JMU senior sports and recreation major who’s a member of the school’s
Reserve Officers Training Corps. The lanky,
brown-haired Clark said he is ultra-competitive, but rarely plays with his emotions on
his sleeve.
“When you’re playing against a team full
of 55-year-old men, they’re usually more
relaxed and just there to get some exercise,”
Clark said. “When you’re playing against a
team full of 18 to 22-year-olds, then the games
can get a little more heated because the kids
still have a lot more competitiveness to get
out of them.”
Clark said he remembers one player on his
team who got a technical foul for cursing at
himself in the midst of a cold shooting night.
Slykhuis said two players on Asbury received
technical fouls in the same game for arguing
with the refs. However, he added, cases like
that are rare.
“Sometimes people get carried away and
get upset with one another, which could be
considered ‘un-Christian-like,’” Clark said.
“But that all stems from the competitive
nature of the sport, which can cause people
to do things that they wouldn’t normally do.”
Clark said he enjoys the camaraderie the
league offers and described how friendships
built over the years with teammates have
been most rewarding.
He paused, then added, “Winning is fun,
too.”
One team that had a rockier start this
season is First Presbyterian Church. The
team’s captain, Joe Barnes, is the downtown
Harrisonburg church’s 28-year-old, happygo-lucky youth director. He’s been playing in
the league since 2008. The Presbyterians have
a nucleus of athletic, young talent on their
team, but Barnes said team chemistry has
been lacking. It’s one reason they’re mired in
the middle of the standings with a 8-6 record.

Sam Taylor / The Breeze

Basketball teams in the Valley Mennonite Church League play games from March to May.

“There’s a me-first attitude toward the
games that robs some of the joy of playing
and potential for winning,” Barnes said. “I
would love for us to play up-tempo on offense
and physical on defense, but we don’t seem
to have the knowledge of how to do that.”
The gym at EMHS is small. The rims are
unforgiving. The referees are inconsistent.
Black nets hang from the ceiling to eat any
shot that is hoisted toward the basket with
too much arc.
But unfavorable playing conditions give
church league its character. And all teams
must be able to adapt to the environment.
“Religiosity goes out the window,” Barnes
said. “Different denominational churches
tend to get wound up defending why their
practices of piety is more correct than others.

When a game starts, no one cares about that
anymore. It becomes an opportunity to have
fun with each other and enjoy playing a simple game.”
So while teams are jockeyed for playoff
positions in hopes of eventually lifting the
trophy later this year, the teams know that
a championship won’t define the church or
its players.
After all, it’s a league founded on
fellowship.
“I’ve gotten to be friends with a lot of guys I
wouldn’t have otherwise,” Slykhuis said.
The league begins its postseason tonight
at Eastern Mennonite High School.
Contact Peter Byrd at
byrdpm@dukes.jmu.edu.

do downtown
#DoShopping

Boutique Clothing
Jewelry + Accessories
Art Supplies
Books
Skateboards & Records

#DoDining
shops and food trucks to
cafés and burger joints

#DoRecreation

Yoga + Pilates Studios
Bicycle Shops + Repair Services
Outdoor clothing + Gear

#DoEvents

Live music and events
every week

#DoArt

Art Exhibits
Paint-Your-Own Pottery

#DoHistory
Cool architecture
Museums
Local Culture

downtownharrisonburg.org | @downtownhburg | fb/downtownharrisonburg
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We are the champions
JMU Dukettes dance team’s hard work pays off at Nationals

COURTESY OF JMU DUKETTES

The JMU Dukettes dance team celebrates its first-place finish at the National Dance Alliance Collegiate Championships in Daytona Beach, Florida. The team scored 9.69 points to win.
By MEGHAN MALLOY
The Breeze

After months of preparation and hard work, the JMU
Dukettes dance team finally saw its dreams come true.
On Friday, April 10, the Dukettes won the first-place title
in the Division I Open Dance category at the National Dance
Alliance (NDA) Collegiate Championships, held in Daytona
Beach, Florida.
The national stage is a stage unlike any other. “It’s incredible, you’re surrounded by other cheer teams and dance
teams the whole time,” senior captain and interdisciplinary
liberal studies major Gabbie Henwood said.
On April 9, 27 total teams competed in the preliminary
round. JMU finished second, with its highest preliminary
score in program history, 9.52.
Head coach Julia Urban remembered the practice following the preliminary round.
“I just watched the team come together like I’ve never
seen before,” Urban said. “The chemistry of the team was
so wonderful and I was so proud. We just became a team.”
But for the Dukettes, the trip to nationals is a long and
tedious one. They begin by learning the routine from a choreographer in early November. From there, they worked on
cleaning up the routine, and focusing on what they know
they will be judged on.
“Once we’ve learned the routine we work on perfecting
the technique, uniformity and synchronization,” Urban said.
“It’s a process of a lot of different factors coming together.”
The scoring at the NDA Championships consists of various categories, ranging from spacing and uniformity to
execution and difficulty. Each judge scores every category

OUTDOORS |

Backpackin’ with The Breeze

out of 10, then the scores get averaged between the judges.
The Dukettes practice tirelessly to prepare for that one
moment in front of the judges and spectators.
Practices for the dance team aren’t limited to just preparing the routine for nationals, though. After performing with
the Marching Royal Dukes at football games, then later in
the year at JMU basketball games, the Dukettes spend a lot

“[Nationals] is a semester and a
half of preparing the same routine,
then you get one chance to do it
in front of the whole audience.”
Devan Weismiller

senior captain and psychology major

of time working together and building the team
chemistry.
“The team has come such a long way, each year the team
has become bigger, and it’s incredible,” Henwood said. “We
work really hard and it’s brought our team really close to
each other.”
As a bigger, more focused team with four more dancers
than the 2013-2014 year, Urban knew this year was going to
be different for the Dukettes.
“I told the team on the way down I never felt more prepared,” Urban said. “They were in a really great place, both

with the choreography and the mindset. We didn’t know
what to expect [in a new division] so really all we could do
was focus on what we worked on.”
Nevertheless, winning a national title is more than just
receiving a big trophy. For the dancers at JMU, this championship has led to finally being acknowledged, by students
and fellow dancers alike.
“We’re getting more recognition, which is nice,” Weismiller said. “Before we always got ‘who are the Dukettes?’”
This recognition, coupled with constant determination and extensive practice, has created a massive wave of
support.
“It’s great to see the work pay off,” Urban said. “We’ve
pushed ourselves further than this team has ever been.
We’ve made history within our own program. We’ve gotten so much support, from athletics, from our own program
with the band, from our families, the JMU community and
friends.”
Even other teams during the competition showed their
support for the Dukettes, complimenting them on their performance during the preliminary round.
“A lot of the other teams came up to us and said we looked
great and everyone was cheering for us, it was amazing,”
Henwood said.
Looking back, the Dukettes still can’t describe exactly how
it felt to perform the routine of a lifetime and walk away as
national champions.
“It was magical what happened on that stage,” Henwood said. “It’s so hard to put it into words. It was unreal.”
CONTACT Meghan Malloy at
malloyme@dukes.jmu.edu.

Let’s get rockin’

Inexperienced and veteran hikers alike can enjoy beautiful views of the Shenandoah Valley at Humpback Rocks
By CLAIRE HASKINS
contributing writer

Looking up at the steep slope ahead
of you, the first section of Humpback
Rocks can seem daunting. Although
it’s a challenge, be assured that the end
results are worth it. As the old saying
goes: don’t judge a hiking trail by its
trailhead.
The drive from Harrisonburg is
about 45 minutes along Interstate 81,
Interstate 64 and Blue Ridge Parkway.
From there, the scenic overlook can be
reached by a roughly two-mile roundtrip hike.
The first section of the trail is covered in gravel, and the steady incline
is challenging for anyone from a low
to mid fitness level. However, there
are benches constructed along the
first section of the trail, so it’s easy and
comfortable to stop and catch your
breath. The trail gets rockier as it continues and, due to the recent rain, was
slippery and wet at parts during my
hike.
Something to watch out for during
the summer would be crowds. On a
reasonably mild Sunday in April, there
were at least 40 people on the way up
and down, and it was hard to find a
spot on the crowded summit. Because
of this, it would be wise to hike this

path on a weekday or early in the day.
However, the challenging, slippery
hike and crowds are a small price to
pay for the view at the top of the overlook. The sheer height of the cliff you
stand upon is absolutely stunning,
with the views of the Shenandoah Valley and the mountains beyond. On a
sunny day, the summit would be an
excellent spot to stop, have lunch and
take in the view.
To lengthen the hike, one option
is to begin at the visitor’s center and
museum before reaching the trailhead.
This adds a half mile to the total mileage and leads through a collection of
reconstructed farm buildings. These
are meant to represent farm life along
the Blue Ridge Mountains from 1850 to
1950. Some of the structures along that
path include a log cabin, barn, garden,
chicken coop and a pigpen.
Another option is to follow the trail
farther on to Humpback Rocks and,
from there, follow the Appalachian
Trail south for two miles, adding four
miles to the trip distance.
Humpback Rocks is a challenging
hike that ends with beautiful views —
but only if you’re willing to stick it out
through the climbs and the crowds.
COURTESY OF CLAIRE HASKINS

CONTACT Claire Haskins at
haskinca@dukes.jmu.edu

Just 45 minutes from Harrisonburg, Humpback Rocks offer an immaculate 360-degree view of the Shenandoah Valley.
The roughly two-mile trail ascends 740 feet to the peak. The trail is suitable for novice and experienced hikers.

CARAVAN | JMU sports hope to gain financial support from alumni
from front

JMU support,” Epstein said.
The coaches’ hope to share with the alumni never wavers.
“Looking forward to seeing the fans, the [alumni] and people that
care about JMU football,” Withers said.
JMU Duke Club President-elect and frequent caravan attendee Kevin Kelly also believes the interactions between alumni and
coaches makes the caravan a special event.
“[The Coaches Caravan is] good experiences with passionate local
alumni,” Kelly said.
The alumni try to add that same passion that coaches like Withers and Brady bring to the table for JMU athletics. Brady relishes the
chance to speak with those passionate alumni, as his busy schedule
throughout the year sometimes heeds his ability to communicate
with them.
“I’ve developed some really neat relationships with people from
various parts of the state,” Brady said. “Sometimes it’s the only time
I’ll see some of these people.”
Building relationships with the alumni is a key goal of the caravan.

“First and foremost it’s an opportunity for coaches and administrators to continue to build relationships with alumni and fans and
boosters,” Brady said.
JMU also hopes to possibly gain more financial support from
alumni as a result of building strong ties and relationships between
coaches and boosters.
“It’s an opportunity for us, both the administration and the coaches, to thank everybody for their continued physical and monetary
support,” Brady said. “Also to engage them in the possibility of
increasing their support for the years to come.”
Both Withers and Brady were a part of the Coaches Caravan last
year as well. By going on these events regularly, they’re better able
to develop relationships with alumni throughout the region.
Last year was Withers’ first experience and he enjoyed the opportunity to meet JMU fans.
“It was good to get around the state and see some of the fans in
different cities,” Withers said. “Good to get around those areas and
be around the fans that are really excited about JMU athletics and
JMU football.”
As fans, the people attending the caravan want to know about

the future of the programs and that’s something Brady focuses on
during the discussion panel.
“There’s a lot to build on and I think that’s how you build a program,” Brady said. “I think we all want it to happen overnight, but
if you look around at the mid-major programs that have sustained
success it’s taken more than three years.”
Brady also wants to stress that, as they build the basketball program, they need to limit expectations as they don’t want to consider
a season a failure even if they fall short of lofty expectations.
“I’m not trying to explicitly state a standard to measure a young
team that if you don’t reach it doesn’t mean you had a good season,” Brady said.
The caravan events each include a discussion panel among the
coaches and Bourne, however the coaches don’t limit their time
with people to just that part of the event.
“I have actually, interestingly enough, and you can publish this, stayed overnight,” Brady laughed, “You know,
after having been with some boosters for a long evening.”
CONTACT Bennett Conlin at conlinbf@dukes.jmu.edu.
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U Stor It
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Mini Stor It
Student Summer Storage Special
Serving JMU Students and Faculty for Over 35 Years!

190 E. Mosby Rd. Harrisonburg

-Closest to JMU
-24 Hour Security
-Low Prices
-Phone Answered 24 Hours

(Located across from Kline’s on South Main St.)
FREE T-SHIRT FOR FIRST 100 STUDENTS!

-Completely Fenced & Well-Lit
-Fire Rated Buildings
-Climate Control Units Available
-Office & Resident Manager

Rent Your Own Storage Space!
U-Stor-It

433-1234 433-STOR

U-Lock-It

U-Keep The Key

ministorit.com

Corgans’
Publick
LIKE US

865 Port Republic Road
540-564-2674

House

open mic night
Tuesdays 8-10 PM

(excludes first Tuesday of month)
Just bring your vocals & instrument.

LIKE US

Share you talent with us!

and

sweetheart
saturday
LIKE US

LIKE US

Saturdays 5-10 PM

dinner for 2 for $38 plus tax & gratuity
includes: 2 glasses beer or wine
2 side salads
2 Irish entrees
1 dessert

Cheers!

LIKE US

LIKE US

LIKE US

LIKE US

LIKE Urgent
US
Valley
Care is pleased to announce
We ha ve new hour s!
ON FACEBOOK

TO GET MORE
OF THE BREEZE

Open 7 days a week
from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
540.434.5709
valleyur gentcar eva.com
119B Univer sity Bl vd. Har r isonbur g, VA

.

4 Course Meal for $19
any pasta
any sauce
house salad
soft drink
dessert
additional toppings: $3 each
add grilled shrimp or beef: $4
available Monday-Thursday only
for lunch or dinner
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Stock Up for
the Summer!
Have Dining
Dollars Left?
Stock up on your
favorite snacks
from our C-Stores!
Just ask a
manager at
Mr. Chips,
Jemmy’s or Grace
Street Market.

Special Exam Week
Hours
Carrier and Rose
Library
Open 24 Hours
Friday May 1, 7:30 am
through Wednesday,
May 7 at 2 pm
TDU Java City
Open 24 Hours
Sunday May 5, 5 pm
through Wednesday,
May 7 at 2pm
Dog Pound
Open 24 Hours
Saturday May 3, 8 pm
through Wednesday,
May 7 at 4 am

